P.A.S.O. PLAYERS CODE OF CONDUCT
I. CODE OF CONDUCT
A. The manager is the official representative of his/her team unless he/she designates one of the players as team captain prior to the game. The applicable party will be held responsible for seeing to it that his/her team and fans follow all rules in this packet (that is, this code of conduct and accompanying P.A.S.O. rules). Failure to follow this code of conduct of our organization rules may result in ejection, suspension and/or game forfeiture.

B. Profanity directed at any league official(s), teammate(s), opposing player(s) or spectator(s), even of the most casual variety, will not be tolerated. In such cases, it is at the discretion of the umpire and/or Softball Director to call an “Out” or “Outs” for any violations. Also, the umpire, Director, President and Vice-President of the Board have the right to eject the offender.
C. Incidents of vulgar or profane language directed at any league official, teammate, opposing player or spectator will be subject to immediate ejection.
D. Clothing that includes profanity is not allowed and is subject to immediate ejection.
E. There will be ZERO TOLERANCE for any unsportsmanlike acts directed towards other players, managers, spectators and league officials. Violators will be ejected.
F. Players that say anything or have clothing that says anything about hitting up the middle will be ejected and suspended for at least one additional game. Example: “Middle’s open.”
II. SPORTSMANSHIP POLICY

A. Managers or their designated team representative, are responsible for the conduct of their players on the field, the bench and in the stands. Players or managers found guilty of un-sportsmanlike conduct during games may be immediately banned from further participation in P.A.S.O. events. The length of said ban will be determined by the Director upon discussion with the umpire, scorekeeper and any other witnesses. Specific examples of violations and punishments appear below and an appeals process is described in the league rules. The Director will make all decisions on player conduct, suspension, or expulsion when necessary. If, in any disciplinary matter, the alleged violator is the Director, his authority over the matter cedes to the President of the organization.
B. The organization reserves the right to impose a “cooling off” period any time during the season when safety is jeopardized. This time period will be imposed on parties involved in an unsportsmanlike incident so as to allow for a decrease in tension between the involved parties to ensure the safety of all league participants and spectators. Also, this allows an opportunity for the organization to conduct a thorough investigation of the incident. Parties involved may be subject to immediate suspension from Organization activities until the case is ruled on.

C. All suspensions will be handled on a case by case basis.
a. Suspensions have no time boundaries. When a player is suspended or put on probation during a season, penalties may carry over to the next season.
PLAYERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT

1. NO PLAYER SHALL: At any time lay a hand upon, shove, strike, or threaten an umpire. Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: Suspension for four (4) weeks from all organization activities.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Suspension for life and/or assault charges filed.

2. NO PLAYER SHALL: Refuse to abide by an umpire’s decision. Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: Placed on probation for remainder of the calendar year.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Suspension for two weeks & probation for the remainder of the calendar year.

3. NO PLAYER SHALL: Be guilty of objectionable demonstrations of dissent at an umpire’s decision. The degree of the infraction of this tenet of good sportsmanship SHALL, in the umpire’s sole judgment, warrant the following penalty:

MINIMUM PENALTY: A warning from the umpire.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Removal from the game. Said player shall remain ineligible from participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining further discipline, if any.

4. NO PLAYER SHALL: Discuss with an umpire the decision reached by said umpire, except the manager or team captain. Good sportsmanship shall be observed at all times. The penalty warranted from this infraction will be:

MINIMUM PENALTY: A warning from the umpire.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Removal from the game. Said player is ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. games during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
5. NO PLAYER SHALL: Be guilty of using unnecessarily rough tactics in the play of the game against the body and/or person of an opposing player. Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: Two week suspension & probation for remainder of the calendar year.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Six month suspension & probation for remainder of the calendar year.
6. NO PLAYER SHALL: Be guilty of physical attack as an aggressor upon any player, league official or spectator. Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: One year suspension & probation for the remainder of the calendar year.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Suspension for life and/or assault charges filed.

7. NO PLAYER SHALL: Be guilty of abusive verbal attack upon any player(s), league officials, or spectator(s). Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: Two week suspension & probation for the remainder of the calendar year.

MAXIMUM PENALTY: Ten week suspension & probation for the remainder of the calendar year.

8. NO PLAYER SHALL: Appear on the field with an alcoholic beverage or in an intoxicated condition. Umpires are REQUIRED to IMMEDIATELY eject said player(s) from the game and report said player to the Director. Said player shall remain ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. events during the time the League Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
MINIMUM PENALTY: Four week suspension & probation for remainder of the calendar year.
MAXIMUM PENALTY: A one-year suspension.
9. NO PLAYER SHALL: Knowingly play with or against an illegal player, or player using an assumed name.

MINIMUM PENALTY: A one week suspension.
MAXIMUM PENALTY: A one year suspension.

10. NO PLAYER SHALL: Smoke or vape while going on or coming off the field of play, or while on the field of play.

PENALTY: League officials are required to warn players guilty of infraction of this rule, and failure of said player(s) to comply with their warning will result in player(s) ejection from the game.

11. NO PLAYER SHALL: Discuss publicly with the spectators in a derogatory or abusive manner any play, decision, or personal opinion of the other players, during the game.

PENALTY: Umpires are REQUIRED to warn player(s) guilty of infraction of this rule, and failure of said player(s) to comply will result in ejection from the game. Said player is ineligible from further participation in P.A.S.O. games while the Director is determining any further discipline, if any.
12. NO PLAYER SHALL: Permit anyone to remain in the dugout or on the player’s bench during the game who is not a member of the team.

PENALTY: Umpires are REQUIRED to warn persons who are guilty of violating this rule. Failure to comply with this rule will result in the team being reported to the Director who has the discretion to penalize said team as he/she sees fit.
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