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The solid thwap! of aluminum bat on plump leather ball is a constant  Orlando, a role he held for:33 years. The league moved to the Seminole

sound in this league. Going three for six at the plate is often considered  Softball Complex when it opened in 1993. “When | finally turned 50, |

a slump, and plays in the infield and outfield look a lot like those from  started playing. | was commissioner of the league for a long time, and 1
last night’s big-league game on TV. | only stopped playing a few years ago when | couldn’t run like | used e
However, since.every player on the field is also on Medicare, there to. | was honored that the fellas decided to rename the league after me 7 2
are a few accommodations to make the children’s game more senior- gAY N R
by Chip Colandreo friendly. Every at bat, for example, is a one-pitch affair. Any type of  The league’s growth, especially in recent years, has been phenomenal.
strike — swinging, looking, or foul ball -~ is an The Wednesday morning division is
out, but any pitched ball outside the strike “The benefit to us is as much reserved for players 60 and over of any =
) 2 5 zone is an automatic walk. fi I itis ohysical skill level. Monday night games are for &)
For Altamonte’s senior SOftba”erS, t= Bl e T e A ST e o CIRatONaas 1L 15, Ny SICA; those 60-plus who like to be a bit more
the extra innings just keep coming. © players who can still swing the bat but prefer SR lustiheb oL the compeliive IRy, Tishts drasopen
3 1 not to run the bases, a-courtesy runner Camaraderle, for the chance to 1:C0mpEtitive Players age 50andrlder
It's a few hours after dawn at the Seminole County Softball complex in ; % j is always quick to hop off the bench and be tOgEther on the field.” Tnd tea.m rTnkmgs arfe kzpt.. Theentirg
Atamonte, the catield gass on each of fve ilds sl et with dews The - (BB assume the it dutis on the base pths (Soes faly ol i SR S
only diving catches on these fields so far are those of the egrets as a flock TR f Each Senior Softball League field also features i Gaseolls h | tuh ? inf A | mick ug’ ; a; A
pecks down into the turf searching for breakfast. The infield dirt is a pristine * . two home plates. If there’s a close play at home, the catcher fields the . if‘isse. S \t ere‘galylfzr.s = Zr (.)L”;O.rr?g.l F;C e 2
carpet of raked copper sliced with two fresh, ice-white chalk lines. It's still, and Fuits Wt ball at one plate while the runner sprints toward the other to avoid any Sl MO el S L T L 2
beautiful, in the timeless way only a baseball field can be. - e potential collision. Among the league’s ranks are dozens of military veterans, including &
Then, they come. The players walk slowly — some more slowly than others — - 7 If somehow you think this brand of softball might be just a tad too soft, T io \t/)v?!rk: s él e hse\;eral fgrmer .CO[Iege ar.1d m.imr—
but their smiles are wide and their eyes bright. Because today, for at least one = mRE don't forget these seniors play a doubleheader every time they take the tEaggeh i aye:. v&;ry yelar, b eafgue orga.mzesfab clrlulnse P FO
more day, they get to play the children’s game again. . v el field. The first game is always seven innings. If the game ends in a tie, Sibandmasiwnere they. play isams MomEsepior sltballfeagues=in

Freeport and Nassau. A senior’s team from Aruba comes to Seminole

the first inning of game two serves as sudden death. The second game
County every year to reciprocate.

In'the 2011 baseball movie Moneyball, scouts talk about the children’s game. : Pt . : Bl s
is another seven innings in the spring and fall but only five innings

When trying to convince then-tber-prospect Billy Beane to give up a full : ; : ; : >
HARg prosp Y & P during the heat of summer. The entire league takes a few weeks off in ~ “The league gives seniors who love the game a place to go, be active,

i i igni d the ch t :
scholarship to Stanford in exchange for a fat signing bonus and the chance to A e e S e e s Pl e o R A g s

£ & iy play for the New York Mets, the scouts claim, “We're all told at some point in Ll f ISR e e e
oo A foﬁnded;g;nt}ékaorid;k time that we can no longer play the children’s game. Some of us are told at 18, e : "l started the league before | was old enough to join'it," laughs Leo 5 gh fiold i ly fl I lik : hild ‘y” R
Girét 56 Sdioserioibs Bueh\ 982" e T ol At 0 butaverealltbldg - % Miller, now 81, who founded Central Florida’s first 50-and-over softball time. Out on the field, we always feel like children again. :
s - s : ; league in 1982 when he was the activities director for the city of
Well, somebody forgot to tell these guys... e = b
%
By 10:00 a.m. every Wednesday morning, the 100-or-so players of the Leo i

Miller Senior Softball League are laced up, loose, and ready to “shine ence
again in the Florida sun,” as the boys like to say.

“The benefit to us is as much emotional as it is physical,” says 70-year-old
Shelby Simmons of Longwood, who represents and helps organize the league.
“We come together for the camaraderie, for the chance to be together on the
field. We trade our war stories in the dugout, brag about our grandkids, and
lie about what good ballplayers we all used to be,” Shelby adds with a wink.

Shelby’s being madest, because these seniors — some as old as 90 — can play.
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