
RULES
We refuse to bend the rules to win

OPPONENTS
A worthy opponent is a gift that brings 
out our best

OFFICIALS
SShow respect even when we disagree

TEAMMATES
Never do anything to embarrass our
teammates

SELF
We live up to our own standards even
when others don’t

For more about the ROOTS 
of Honoring the Game 
scan the QR code or visit 
positivecoach.org/roots

The Roots OF 
honoring The game



Tips For Honoring The Game
Here are ways that parents can contribute to a positive youth 
sports culture so that children will have fun and learn positive 
character traits to last a lifetime.

BEFORE THE GAME
• Commit to Honoring the Game in action and language no  
   matter what others may do.

• Tell your children before each game that you will be proud of
   t   them regardless of how well they perform.

DURING THE GAME
• Fill your children’s “Emotional Tanks” through praise and 
   positive recognition to help them play their best.

• Fill their teammates’ tanks, too!

• Do not instruct your child during game action or at breaks; 
   let the coaches coach.

• • Cheer good plays by both teams.

• Mention good calls by the official to other parents.

• If you disagree with an official’s call, 
  Honor the Game – BE SILENT!

• If other spectators yell at officials, gently remind them to 
   Honor the Game.

• Remember to have fun and enjoy the game.

AFTERAFTER THE GAME
• Thank the officials for doing a difficult job for little or no pay.

• Thank the coaches for their commitment and effort.

• When reviewing the game with your children, ask rather 
   than tell. Instead of immediately sharing your opinions or 
   telling them how they can improve, ask questions such as
   “What didyou learn from that game?”

• • Remember to give your children truthful and specific praise...
   not just the typical “good game” but, for example, “I saw how
   well you moved your feet on defense.”

• Tell your children again that you are proud of them whether 
   the team won or lost.


